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HOSPITAL EXPERIMENTS.
TERRIBLE story of loss of life, due to
an error in the strength of a dose of a new

"remedy for osteomalacia, comes from the
Cracow University in Austria. As our readers
are aware osteomalacia, a disease resulting in
softening of the bones, and consequently of the
bony pelvis, is much more common in Austria
than in this country, and further, that women
are more frequently affected by it than men, and
the course of labour is frequently prejudicially
affected by it. A remedy for the disease has
long been sought, and experiments with a new
drug named colchicite, a preparation made
from the poisonous meadow saffron, were
authorized by Professor Kuczynski, head of the
Clinical Institute at Cracow. Instead of the
injections bemg made by the First Assistant,
the task of giving them was confided by him to
a medical student, and it is supposed that, by
an error, the dose given was ten times too
strong. 'When the Professor heard of the
catastrophe one patient was dead, two were dy-
ing, and four were in a dangerous condition. A
judicial investigation of the circumstances has
been ordered. This fatality occurring at a time
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